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visited night and clay by a mandarin, to see that
no steps Lave boon built np them by tlie foreign
devils, whence they may survey the palaces and
gardens of the imperial city. Latterly, to make
assurance doubly sure, the walls of the latter havo
been raised to the height of the church towers at
the point whoro tho hittor face thonu

There are nino gates in all in tho outer wall,
situated ,in various parttf of' tho city, and called
after the points of tho compass* at which they stand;
Y,itf.j tho North. Gate, Mouth Gate, North-west Gate,
and so on. These aro closed nt seven in summer,
and six in winter, and woe to tho luckless wretch
who is looked out, for tho guard ilai'o not open
under pain of (loath till suuriso the following morn-
ing, bo it in tho height of suminor or tho thermo-
meter below zero. Tho inhabitants cannot com-
plain of duo notice not being given. !For full half an
hour before closing tamo there is at every guard-
house or gate a beating of gongs and clashing of
cymbals that would awaken tho dead- Than at tho
hour to a second tho guard give one prolonged yofy
and the ponderous iron-bound gates aro thrown
together with a crash till six or seven tho next
morning.

All tho walls are built facing tho four points of
the compass, and tho principal thoroughfares and
Streets run parallel to thorn, Notwithstanding
this apparetxt regularity and simplicity of construc-
tion, the Chinese capital is the easiest place in tho
world to.lose yourself in, as \vo frequently found;
so much so, that after the first time we always
employed a guide when we took our walks abroad.